
Elisapie and Jacob  

 
[Elisapie:] Hi this is Elisapie  
 
[Jacob:] and Jacob –  
 
[Elisapie and Jabob together:] the preposition search team. [video: image of Elisapie and Jacob]   
 
[Elisapie:]  Searching “by” and “of” located passive voice sentences because these prepositions 
often introduce the subject in a passive voice sentence. [video: Microsoft Word’s Find tool 
searching for the words “by” and “of”] 
 
[Jacob:]  And when we added “as” and “in”, we often found that the surrounding words could be 
removed without changing the meaning. [video: Microsoft Word’s Find tool searching for the 
words “as” and “in”] 
 
[Elisapie:] The first time we searched for prepositions we forgot to put a space before and after 
the word in the search bar [show search bar with “as” no space].  Leaving out the space got us 
every word that had “as” or “in” somewhere in the word.  So when you search for small words, 
you need to put a space before and after the word. [show “ as ” with a space in front and after in 
a search bar].  
 
[Jacob:] You might think searching for prepositions is tedious and time consuming.  But what I 
found is just searching for one preposition got my brain in gear to find other wordy sentences 
just by skimming the text. [video: image of Jacob] 
 
[Elisapie:] After cleaning up some of our own messes we worked with others to tighten their 
work. [video: image of one of their classmates] 
 
[Jacob:] Here is a sentence that came up when we searched “of” and “by” in a classmate’s 
research paper on the Child Fitness Tax Credit.  Elisapie and I helped edit the sentence from 37 
to 19 words. 
 

“Seven years after its initial implementation, we are able to examine the effectiveness of 
the Child Fitness Tax Credit and whether the policy driving it has, in fact, achieved its 
goals by examining the empirical evidence available.”   
(37 words) 

 
We immediately spotted two nominalizations, “effectiveness” and “implementation”, and a 
throat-clearing phrase “in fact”. [video: “effectiveness”, “implementation” and “in fact” are 
highlighted] 
 
The rewrite is so much tighter. 
 



“We now have seven years of data to determine whether the Child Fitness Tax Credit 
achieved its policy goals.” 
(19 words) 

 
My classmate then got going and edited three more sentences on her own, very easily. [video: 
image representing the editing process] 
 
Another classmate revised this sentence from his memo on residence and domicile. [video: 
image of another classmate] 
 

“Taking up a new residence in order to fulfill a duty – such as that of a diplomat acting as 
a servant of the Crown – is not sufficient to establish a new domicile of choice without 
evidence of Etsuko’s voluntary and personal intent to remain there permanently.” 

 
He rewrote the sentence to read: 
 

“Because Etsuko did not intend to remain in Washington permanently when she took up 
her diplomatic post she did not establish a new domicile of choice.” 

 
[Elisapie:] Etsuko is the real subject of the sentence.  And now we see the important relationship 
between her intent and what it takes for her to establish domicile.  
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